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and raw levies: therefore, as the enemy's losses grew,
his tactics would deteriorate in the same proportion.
LudendorfE realized that he must try elsewhere.
He was becoming desperate ; his original strategical
scheme had gone, and his efforts were now in the
nature of a gambler's throw. On 27th May the new
storm broke on the Aisne heights, and by the evening
the French gains in three great actions had vanished
like smoke, and the enemy was across the river.
On the second day he was beyond the Ve?le, and on
the third his vanguard was looking down from the
heights of the Tardenois on the waters of tie Mame.
It was the swiftest advance made in the West since
the beginning of trench warfare. The situation was
very grave, for the French line had been greatly
lengthened, it bristled with vulnerable points, and
there was scanty room to manoeuvre. Paris was
dangerously near the new front, and the loss of
Paris meant far more than the loss of a capital.
Earlier in the campaign the great city might have
fallen without bringing upon the Allies irreparable
disaster; but in the past two years it was in the
environs of Paris that many of tie chief new muni-
tion factories had arisen. If these were lost the Allied
strength would be grievously crippled, and after
four years of war it was doubtful whether France
had the power to replace them. Already the loss in
materiel had been severe, for the country between
the Aisne and the Marne was full of munition dumps
and aerodromes. But the stubborn soul of him
who was now Premier of France would not admit a
tremor. On 4th June Clemenceau told the Chamber :
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